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Opportunity Center

1o Continue During Summer

By: Rev. Frank Spencer

Thanks to the generosity of one of Jack-
son’s most beloved families (who wish to re-
main anonymous) Stewpot’s day shelter, The
Opportunity Center, will remain open dur-
ing the summer. A donation from the same
family allowed the Center to open during the
cold of the winter and now homeless indi-
viduals will also be able to escape the heat of
the summer. Aside from protection from the
elements, Opportunity Center assists capable
individuals to find employment through the
availability of showers, clothes washers and
dryers, computers for accessing the WIN
Job Center online job bank, telephones, and
a mail drop. Also available are the services of
numerous social agencies which send person-
nel to the fully equipped offices at the Center.

The Director of the Center is Heather
Logan, who came to Stewpot 14 years ago
as a sophomore in Biblical Studies at Bel-
haven and a Americorps employee to help
in the Afterschool Program. After Heathers
graduation, she became a fulltime employee
and has worked here ever since except for a
2 year stint as Director of the City of Jack-
son’s Homeless Program. Although Heather
worked mainly with the children and the
elderly and mentally challenged individuals
in her previous work experience at Stewpot,
she had to develop a knowledge of a clients’
family needs in order to truly help them. As
a result, Heather is widely respected through-
out the West Jackson area.

With Heathers advice, the Center has
changed from allowing everyone admission

to the Center to allowing just truly home-
less individuals, most from local shelters. As
a result, daily attendance has dropped from
an average of 165 a day in early 2010 to about
90 a day. The change from what had become
a “community center” to a facility for the
homeless has allowed staff and volunteers to
concentrate their efforts on those who need
help and will benefit from the help. However,
during periods of extreme heat and cold, the
Center will allow local residents to use the
Center if heating/cooling in their normal
residence is inadequate.

'The opening of the Center has led Stew-
pot staff to realize the need of additional
services for the homeless. As a result, during
last winter and in cooperation with the City
of Jackson, Opportunity Center was opened
to take in the overflow of homeless from the
other homeless shelters in the area when the
temperature dropped belows 35 degrees.
Additionally, the Center has been used as a
TB testing facility to assist in combating an
unusually resistant strain of TB among the
homeless and jailed inmates. Stewpot ulti-
mately equipped all of its facilities with ultra-
violet lights in the air conditioning systems
to kill all airborne germs.

The Stewpot family is extremely grate-
ful to the donor family for insuring that the
Opportunity Center stays open at least until
next winter and pray that additional funding
becomes available for the time after that.
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Director’'s Corner

Taste of Mississippi 2011 was
once again a grand success! The
day started off cool and damp
but the rain went north and the
evening turned out very nice. The
crowd was reduced probably by
10% due to the weather but the
rest of us had a cool, sweat-free,
and truly fun time.

Taste of Mississippi 2011 had a
record number of restaurants and
beverage distributors participating
this year as 47 different ones came
out to support Stewpot with their
best entrees, desserts, appetizers
and beverages. THANK YOU

to all these businesses and to the

site provider Highland Village
and security provider, Sheriff
Malcolm McMillin. These friends
make the event possible and so
much fun. Thank you also to
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Rev. Frank Spencer, Executive Director



My name is Diann Clark
Tillman, and | am the
newest member of the
Stewpot family as the
receptionist. | have been
here approximately eight
weeks and have LOVED
every minute of it.

The last few years of my life have been extremely
difficult because of many bad choices that |
have made. Stewpot has offered me a chance
at a new beginning, and | am very thankful and
appreciative.

| love working here with the other staff
members. They have welcomed me with open
arms and a loving spirit. | am blessed to be a part
of such a wonderful group.

| have always loved working with people and
this gives me the opportunity to help others in a
way that | have never had before. | am also an
avid football fan of both college and professional.
| am a die-hard Ole Miss and Saints fan and cannot
wait until the football season begins each year.

| look forward to a long working relationship
with the staff and the clients at Stewpot for many
years to come while serving the community to the
best of my ability. Many thanks again to Stewpot
for this opportunity.

Bless each
of you in all
areas of
your lives.

Diann Clark Tillman
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CONGRATULATIONS
ON A JOB WELL DONE!

Taste of Mississippi 2011 Winning Restaurants

Director's Corner

...Continued from front

the many volunteers (over 100)
without whom we could not run
the event. As with all Stewpot
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Taste of Mississi oi

Best Entrée”: Julep Restaurant
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Best Dressed: Ameristar Casino
Best Dessert: Crazy Cat Bakeries
Best Appetizer: Babalu
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Teen’s in Action

Nikki's Giving Back

Nicole Neyland graduated from Jim Hill High School in 2009
and is currently attending Hinds Community College. She is
studying to become a nurse. She has been part of our program
for 13 years. Nikki has worked with our younger children dur-
ing high school and has continued into college. She has been a
leader, a mentor, and a source of encouragement to all children
and youth in our Program.

You Go Amber ...

Amber Love is a 12th grader at Jim Hill High School. ~ She has been
in our programs for 15 years. Amber has worked hard in school and
will be graduating in June of 2011. She is in the process of plan-
ning for college. In 2009 and 2010 Amber was accepted into the
Science Junior National Honor Society, and hopes to be inducted
into the Science National Honor Society in 2011. Amber wants
to be a Pediatrician and help children receive adequate healthcare.
Your Stewpot family is very proud of you, future Dr. Amber Love!

THANK YOU

for sponsoring

TASTE OF MISSISSIPPI 2011!

functions and ministry, the
volunteers make it all possible so,
Thank You!

Pryor Graeber was the main
singing attraction again this year
along with her band the talented
Tombstones. The band members
have been wonderful Stewpot
volunteers for as long as I have
been associated with Stewpot and
Pryor even contributes her happy
and valuable artwork to the Taste
of Mississippi auction.

A wonderful addition this year
was another faithful Stewpot
volunteer, Hunter Gibson, along
with his band, the Gators. Pryor
held the crowd attention with her
jazzy blues style in the atrium and
Hunter and the Gators had the
rest of the folks rockin’ from the
gazebo in the courtyard. Hunter
blew the crowd away when he
magically transformed into a
tattooed, wild haired, leather clad
(and maybe bat-eating) Ozzy
Osborn look-alike. The show had
to be shut down 15 minutes after
closing time in fear that Highland
Village would not invite us back
next year.

Finally, a huge THANK
YOU to the Taste of Mississippi
Committee and this year’s co-
chairs Doris Scott and Michelle
Bingham for their investment of
personal time, problem solving
talents, patience and love in
putting this event together. Their
work helped raise over $100,000
which goes a long way to make
the ministry of Stewpot possible.
May God bless you all!




By: Heather lvery

After a rather harsh winter, with many days of being open
both day and night because of the cold, Opportunity Center
was in need of some freshening up. Staff and clients both
agreed that what was really needed was a fresh coat of paint
on the walls, especially in the day room. A volunteer group
was scheduled to come during spring break to help out, but
they cancelled at the last minute. It looked like we would
have to wait a while to get the room painted, but the clients
of Opportunity Center had a different idea. Several of them
suggested I let them paint the room. Now, I knew many of
them had painting skills much better than mine, but I was
concerned that this easily distracted group may begin the job,
but would not see it through. However, I was encouraged that
they even offered; after all, one thing we try to foster is a sense
of ownership in the Center and therefore an interest in keeping
it clean and in good repair.

So we chose a day that was sunny and dry and announced
that for a few hours that day we would be painting. If you
were going to be in the building during that time, you would
be expected to help out. It was not required that you help.
Showers, bathrooms, laundry and phones were still available

for anyone who needed them.

Getting started was a little slow. The guys who had first
suggested we do the work ourselves were experienced painters
who at one time had made a pretty good living at their trade
before drugs and bad decisions led them to life on the streets.
They had issue with the inexpensive (in their words “cheap”)
rollers and brushes we had. A little discussion about budgets
vs. doing a top quality job ensued. They finally decided to
work with the materials we had, but if the job did not show
off their best work, I would not be allowed to tell anyone they
were involved. I had no problem agreeing and was sure they
would do an excellent job anyway.

In all, eleven people volunteered to help that day with
varying degrees of painting experience. My limited skills were
mediocre at best compared to some and almost professional
compared to others. But none of mattered to me that day.
What impressed me was their willingness to help out and their
genuine excitement to be involved. Add to that some good
music and a few pizzas and we had a paint party! It only took
about 3 hours to finish the room and it made a huge difference
in the look of the Center.

Next, we are tackling the hall and the computer lab. Come
by and check out our new look.



Who Needs You?
THE OC NEEDS YOU
YOU, YOU, ¢ YES YOU!

By: Heather Ivery Director, Opportunity Center
Since Opportunity Center reopened (lovingly dubbed “The OC’ by its

clients) I have been blessed and amazed at how many people want to know
how they can help out. Those of us who work day in and day out with
the poor and homeless can sometime feel like we are in this alone. We are
working with a group of people many of whom society does not want to
deal with and could care less about. But, when we get in that same rut, the
Lord has a way of shaking us a bit and showing us we are not working in a
vacuum. There are many people who may want to help but just don’t know
how. There are many ways to get involved in what’s happening at the “OC.”

I can’t tell you how many times someone has told me they feel bad for the
homeless. They would like to help, but they can't afford to give money, or
they don’t know anything about homeless people so they don't think they
have anything to offer. This could not be farther from the truth. If you have
a desire to serve, you are already on the right track. It doesnt take any special
knowledge, just a willingness to use your talents to help others.

The homeless need the same things you and I do. They need to get clean
every day. They need to eat. They need to sleep. They need clothes and haircuts
and entertainment. Some need more education, computer skills, jobs, medical
services. They are just people with limited access to the things we often take
for granted. Simply volunteering to share the talents we already have will meet
these needs. It all starts with a willingness and desire to serve.

volunteer opportunities

— AT THE OC

® Assist with resume writing

® One on One or group computer classes
® Provide haircuts (men and women)

® Answer phones/check in

® Teach a life skills class on topics ranging from
(hygiene to parenting, to interview skills, etc)

* Lead a Bible Study

® Wash laundry on weekends at the center

e Collect hygiene items, towels, washcloths, detergent,
socks, and underwear for clients

® Provide bus passes for transportation ($3 round trip)

Stewpot Community Services, Inc.
1100 West Capitol Street,
Jackson, MS 39203

Phone: 601-353-2759
Fax: 601-353-7071

E-mail: www.stewpot.org

Board of Directors

Sheldon Alston, President Emeritus
Holmes Adams, President

Jane Anna Barksdale, Vice-President
Charles Parrott, Treasurer

Margie Cunningham, Secretary
Beth Orlansky

Eileen Shaffer

Bennie Butts

Rabbi Valerie Cohen

Martha Cooke

Sister Trinita Eddington

Steve Burton,

Steve Ludlam

Stan Magee

David McMillin

The Rev. Christopher Powell

Ton Rietvelt

Rev. Linda Smith

Barbara Brunini

Stewpot Staff Members
Rev. Frank Spencer: Executive Director
fspencer@stewpot.org

Mary Thompson: Women’s Services
mthompson@stewpot.org

Wilbert Logan: Billy Brumfield Shelter
wlogan@stewpot.org

Yolanda Kirkland: Teen’s Services
ykirkland@stewpot.org

Nancy Dennis: Food Services,
ndennis@stewpot.org

Caroline Ellender: Children’s Services,
cellender@stewpot.org

Tara Lindsey: Volunteer Services,
tlindsey@stewpot.org

Michelle Bingham: Director, Special
Events, mbingham@stewpot.org

Sherry Spille: Accountant,
sspille@stewpot.org

Stacey Howard: Grants,
showard@stewpot.org

Amy Delaughter Executive Assistant,
akdelaughter@stewpot.org
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Community Services 601.353.2759

Faith meeting needs in our community

Katherine Carpenter, Dr. William A. Youngblood, Camille S Wilkinson, Lee
Gotthelf, Alice Latham, Donald MacMinn, Mrs. Howard Martindale, Betty Ann
Keys, Danny Sharak, Ruth Jones Prospere, Bob Parks, Mary W. Levereault

Marion Goddard Newquist, Katiedeloris Harrion, Ann & Rick Calhoon, Alferteen
Harrison, Mildred J. Allen, Bennye Henderson, Vera P Allen, Emma Hurley,
Theester Allen-Carter, Sarah Jamison, Claretha Anthony, Ruth Boler Johnson,
Florence Anthony, Johnnie Ruth Keys, Barbara Barber, C. M. Lewis, Geraldine
Barial, Gwendolyn Loper, LoEsther Benson, Eunice H McGee, Jether Brown,
Brenda Middleton, Verna Curtis, Isadora Monroe, Vivian Dotson, Kisiah W Nolan,
Rosetta Fisher-Thorton, Edna S. Rhodes, Leontyne Fizer, Earline O Richardson,
Taletha Gatson, Vivian Romans, Ernestine Ross, Ollye Shirley, Nancy J Stewart,
Mattie Bowen Tucker, Willie ] Tucker, Mary W. Vaughn, Kathryn Warner-Stalling
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Find uson

Facebook

When you are browsing the

social network scene look up

the Stewpot facebook page
and become a fan!

We’re looking for groups to make lunches for our campers. Or if you have a special talent to share with our campers for enrichment, we need

you! Contact Enjoli Ealey or Tara Lindsey at 601.353.2759 to sign up today.



